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They’ll	say	that	my	voice	was	a	slow	torture,
that	my	singing	caused	them	permanent	hearing	loss.
In	the	tell-all	book	my	kids	will	write
as	surely	as	I	am	writing	this,	they	will	say
I	cut	them	off	mid-sentence	just	because	I	could.
They’ll	tell	you	how	I	got	down	on	my	knees,
growling	my	low,	guttural	disapproval,
how	I	grabbed	their	ears,	pinched	the	backs	of	their	arms,
yet	they	never	quite	knew	who	was	sadder	for	it.
They’ll	quote	me	in	saying	“I	cry	in	the	shower—
it’s	the	only	safe	place	I	can	go.”
They	will	say	she	was	“our	sweetest	disaster.”
They	will	say	I	loved	them	so	much	it	hurt.
